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Biosketch Martha Kane Savage 

Born in the United States, Martha Kane Savage is also a New Zealand citizen, and is Professor of 
Geophysics at Victoria University of Wellington. In 2017 her son died in a Japanese psychiatric hospital 
after being restrained near-continuously for 10 days, and she has since campaigned for an end to the 
practice.  She is an Honorary member of the WPA and has served on the WPA Service Users and Family 
Carers Advisory Working Group, on the Task Force on Minimising Coercion in Mental Health Care and on 
the Working Group on Volunteering. 

 


